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U.S. Air Force Photo by Donna Brown

‘Fume-igating’

Dennis Jacobson, an aircraft technician in the air-
 craft division of the Directorate of Maintenance,
uses a lower explosive level meter to check the ex-
plosive level of fumes inside a C-130 Hercules car-
go aircraft fuel cell.
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Hill keeps workhorse running

by Donna Brown
Hilltop Times staff writer

The workhorse of the Air Force will spend less
time in the pasture and more time on the run thanks
to a vital improvement in the Directorate of Main-
tenance.

The C-130 Herenlog ic a mnrhnrn-vnnnn tactieal
airlift aircraft designed primarily for transport of
cargo and personnel within a theater of operations.
In the past 30 years, more than 900 C-130s have
been delivered to the U.S. Air Force.

Hill AFB received its first C-130s in May 1988,
and with them, aircraft technicians inherited a seri-
ous problem.

Vapors were getting trapped inside fuel cells when
the aircraft were brought in for repairs, according
to Glen Baker, a process engineering technician in
Maintenance. Mr. Baker is a people improving
process facilitator for the directorate.

When a C-130 lands and is in need of repairs or
inspection, all fuel must be drained from it before
it can enter a hangar. A special tank is used to
retrieve and store the fuel for future use. There are
six fuel cells on the C-130 that hold a combined to-
tal of 7,000 gallons of fluid.

After the fuel is drained, the cells are rinsed and
cleaned with a purging fluid to clear out residue and
assure that the cells are free of residue.

Because the aircrafts’ fuel cells are filled with
foam, vapors get trapped inside and over time build
up to a potentially explosive level, Mr, Baker said.

There are six to nine C-130s at a time in Bldg. 225.
In the past, the vapor levels in the aircraft were be-
coming so high they had to be hauled outside to be
aired out or repurged.

Mr. Baker said it takes four technicians about
eight hours to haul the 97-foot long, 38-foot high air-
craft with a 132-foot wingspan outside the hangar
to complete the cleansing process. It had to be done
once a week to two out of three of the C-130s that
came into the hangar for repairs.

Managers in the aircraft division of MA were con-
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team was established with employees working
together as a team to look into the problem,” Mr.
Baker said.

“The team did a series of tests to find out the
major contributing factors that cause fumes to build
up,” he said.

They gathered and researched information from
other bases that had experienced the same problems.

From other bases they learned that a special vent
could be installed over the cells—like a chimney—
that would allow the problem-causing vapors to dis-
sipate into the air and prevent build-up.

“The team was able to identify where the
problems were while providing process technicians
with control charts to visually show if their individu-
al process is in control and when they need to make
adjustments before the process strays out of the
limits,”” Mr. Baker said.

A purge fluid conductivity meter was purchased
to perform on-site testing by the process techni-
cians. They analyze the make-up of the purging fluid
to make sure it is up to standards. By conducting
the tests themselves, they save the aircraft division
around $20,000 per year.

The winged workhorses can finally be fixed up,
saddled up and sent back into that great big work
field in the sky without the time-consuming vapor
complications.
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Silver Bullett

1964 W. 5600 So. * Roy * 776-8033

OPEN DAILY 11:00 A.M.
Wed. Pitcher Day—All Day
LIVE MUSIC (Call for Infor.)

of the Walter and Hayes Band

appearing at

THE MESSERSCHMITT

Thursday, Friday
and Saturday
8:00

p-m- .-
Top 40 Soft Rock

12:30 a.m.

3125 Wash. Bivd. » Ogden * 627-6559

# Dress Code Enforced «

DEALER

FREE Mounting & Computer
Spin Balancing on our Tires
- NO WAITING

» Street » Durt

3 & 4 Wheel

544-0717

128 North Main = Layton

OUPON « COUPON - COUPON « COUPON » COUPON

_,
-

COUPON + COUPON + COUPON - COUPON -

Mon -Fri. @ 30 A M. to
Sat. 900 A M HIS

°/ ON ANYTHING IN STOCK
' o o OFF (Expires March 31, 1990)

* Touring & Super Blkes
ATV's

HONDA—KAWASAKI—SUZUKI—-YAMAHA

COUPON

700PM
00 P M

NOdNOJ « NOdNOJ « NOdNOJ « NOdNOJ « NOdNOJ

« COUPON

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
MENU [11:00 AM.-2:00 P.M.)
Flamebroiled 1/3 Lb. Extra Lean! RN Sh.oh
. Hamburgers ................... i
Chesseburger -..%g78 TUE. Cheeseburger . .. 2.25
Swiss BUMGer........................ 275 WED. Fries.............o :gg
Ole’ BUPGEr ..o R b, o A X
Bacon BUI"QBF """""""""""""""" 3.00 DAY MUS}'H"QC:FmS ..................... 1.75
Mushroom SW[SS BLII"QBT‘ ''''''' a.m Z\%Cdﬂnl.. P s 1-25
Bacor 'Lbtties '8 TOmato .. . 200 ['HR Chlpkan D st X
Cr“cke.‘1 Str‘lps ................... 3.w FRI. SWISS BUPQBP .................... !-za
[All menu items include fries) GRILL OPEN DAILY
11:00 A.M. TO 10:00 P.M.
S T < S SAVE TIME
Onions RINGS .......ccocoerveierennn 1.50 Call ahead for food orders!
Deep Fried Mushrooms.......... 2.00 Hill Fltldir’!-lhw Your Civilian or
Deap Fried Zucchini ............... 1.50 "“mw 1.D. l‘.ﬂ.i\'. a 10% d‘.mm
oo PR S 2.50 on food orders (except daily specials)

DROP IN FOR LUNCH, YOU’LL BE IMPRESSED WITH
OUR FOOD, PRICES AND ATMOSPHERE!!
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