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BYU denies it misused LDS tithing monies

PROVO (AP) Mormon
Church-owned Brigham Young
University said today it is inves-
tigating allegations by & former
employee that a campus movie
studio has misused tax-exempt
church tithings.

BYU spokesman Paul Rich-
ards said the university has been
contacted by the Utah County
Attorney’s Office, which appar-
ently plans its own probe into al-
legations that up to $4 million in
donations has gone into produc-
tion of commercial films on cam-
pus.

Richards called the allegations,

aired Sunday night by Salt Lake
television station KUTYV, a
“snow job."

“The allegations aren’t true,”
he said. “No tithings have ever
been used.”

Faithful members of the Mor-
mon Church are required 10 do-
nate 10 percent of their carnings
to the church in the form of a
tithe.

Private donations 1o the school
have been appropriated 10 the
on-campus production studio for
production of commercial and
educational films, Richards said.

Those donations can be used

What’s happening

ALZHEIMER'S MEETING: Og-
den Alzheimer's Support Group,
Wednesday 7 p.m., Cedar Room,
St. Benedict's Hospital, 5475 §.
500 East, Washinglon Terrace,
Open discussion. Information,
lleene Rose, 479-0537.

PUBLIC MEETING: The North
Ogden Planning Commission is
holding a2 public meeting at 6:30
p.m. Thursday in the city build-
ing, 505 E, 2600 North, The pur-
pose 15 1o obtain public opinion
on changing the sign ordinance 10
allow monument signs and 1o
limit the use of pole signs.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
DISEASE CLINIC: The Weber-
Morgan Health Department’s
STD Clinic, which offers testing
for all sexually transmitted dis-
eases, including AIDS, has
changed its hours to Mondays
and Wednesdays | 10 4 p.m. and
Fridays, 9 10 11 a.m. In addition,
testing for AIDS ouly is done
from 1 to0 3 p.m. Tuesdays. Cosl
is $5. Information, 399-8433 or
399-8812.

NUTRITION WORKSHOPS:
Sponsored by Utah State Univer-
sity Extension Service from 9

aum. 10 1 p.m., March 29, in the
third floor auditorium of Weber
County Human Services Build-
ing, 2650 Lincoln Ave., Ogden.
“Low fat cooking,” from 9 1o 1!
am. by Teresa Cooley and Susan
Stokes. “Choose a Diet Pro-
gram,” from 11 a.m. 10 noon by
Chris Koldewyn. “Possibilities of
Pasta,” from noon and 1 p.m. by
Teresa Brooks. Cost §1. Reserva-
tions required, 625-3790.

NUTRITION LECTURES:
Sponsored by McKay-Dee Hospi-
tal, “Nutritional Needs During
Pregnancy,” Thursday, and “Eat-
ing and the Healthy Heant,”
March 29 at noon in the hospi-
tal's Green auditorium, 3939
Harrison Bivd., Ogden. [nforma-
tion, 625-2028. Free.

WATER EXERCISE CLASS:
Sponsored by St. Benedict's Hos-
pital every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, starting March 26,
from 5:30 0 6:30 p.m., Weber
State College pool. Cost $1 per
class. Class, designed especially
for pregnant women, is conduct-
ed by registered nurse and certi-
fied childbirth educator.
Information/registration, 479-
2600.

as a religious ax write-off by the
donor, he said.

The television station inter-
viewed a former employee of the
BYU film studio, Kurt Vreeken,
who said the studio’s director,
Peter Johnson, bad lost millions
in tax-exempi church tithings and
donauons made while producing
private films at the campus film
sludio.

Johnson, however, denied any
wrongdoing and said all of the
films produced by the studio
have the sanction of church and
university officials.

Richards agreed and said no

tithing money has been used in
the productions. The university
has worked closely with the lo-
ternal Revenue Service 10 make

sure the church's tax-exempt sta-
s 15 not jeopardized, he said.

Both men think Vreeken has
gone public with ks ions
because he was laid off along
with several other studio employ-
ees about @ month ago.

“I don’t blame them for being
unhappy,” Richards said. “I've
sensed some hard feelings.... 1
don't think all this would have
st&rfaccd if they hado't been laid
off.”

*What we've got here really 15
& disgruntied employee,” said
Johnson.

Richards said the $4 million o
question was used 10 produce
three films through a privaie pro-
duction company, Sandstar.

He said the came out & discre-
tionary donations fund, but did
not include any tithing money
paid by church members.

“We have the option 1o deter-
mine where we want 10 use the
funds,” Richard said. “Unless
something is going on behind our
backs, the money was approved
by the administration for this

purpose.” ;

Johoson said Sandstar s
owned by two men, one of whom
15 also @ Mormon Church aud:-
tor. He said he has no personal
inierest 10 the company

The largest of the films, a fea-
ture-length movie about George
Washinglon uitled. “A More Pes-
fect Union,” cost the schoo!
about $3 mallion, Johnson sad.

Twe other films, the Home
Box Office series "Encyclopedia
Brown™ and a Disney production.
“The Witching of Ben Wagner,”
also were financed with dona-
uons o BYU, Johason said.

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
Former Wendover Police Chief
Augustus June Carter believes
racism and a mayoral vendetta,
not allegations of drug posses-
sion, are the reasons he was fired
from hus job last month.

In an interview with g Sait
Lake newspaper while awaiting
trigl on drug possession charges,
Carter, who is black, said he
thinks his firing was premature
and partly stems from a long-
standing feud between himself
and Mayor Albert Smuth because
he once arrested the mayor's
grandson.

He also claimed a city council
member once called him a “black
bastard” and “Captain Midnight”
10 & casino security guard.

The council member, Brenda
Morgan, denies ever making
those statements and said Carter
15 angry because she guestioned
hus budget.

Carter, 35, was fired from his
job as police chief in the tiny

A. June Carter

border town March 5. A week
earlier, state narcotics officers
had arrested and charged his
wife, Janese, on narcolics posses-
sion and distribution charges af-

Ex-police chief blames racism

Ousted black man blames Wendover council vendetta for his firing

ter she alleged sold $16,000 in
cocaine and methamphetamioes
from the trunk of the chiefs po-
lice car outside a Salt Lake City
mall.

Officials have said they be-
lieved at least some of the co-
caine was stolen from the
deparument’s evidence room,
where Janese Carter, a part-time
officer, was custodian.

Lawmen later charged Carter
based on the paraphernalia found
in his car. He was fired hours af-
ter he was arraigned 1o 3ed Cir-
cuit Court in Tooele.

“I feel that it was definitely
premature. This is like you're
guilty, now you have to prove
yourself innocent,” Carter said.

*I was not told, except by me-
cha, that I was terminated. It was
dcﬁuiteiy premature, without a
doubt,” he said. “To me, that is
totally unfair.”

Carter believes Smith and
some counci members have
been looking for a reason to fire

him for months.

Hard feelings between the
mayor and umself streich back
10 1984 where court records
showed Carter arrested Smith'’s
grandson on 2 residenual bus-
glary chasge.

Smith, however, said he can
recall no such arrest. He said hus
grandson was once escorled
home by Carter afier he and
some other boys got 1o trouble
wrying 1o cash in some chips at &
Wendover, Nev., casinos.

Smith denied he has ever
made a racist remark about Cart-
er.

“I haven't anything against
him because he's black and I told
him that," the mayor said. “ln
fact, it wasn't even mentioned
about his being black."

Smith acknowledged that he
wanied Carer replaced as chief
after he 100k over as mayor in
January. J

Syracuse drawing up ordinance

By DONNA BROWN
Lakoside Hevew

SYRACUSE — Because Syra-
cuse is “growing up,” the city
council, planning commission
and board of adjustment plan 1o
meet April 17 o work up the
city's first zoning ordinance.

The ordinance could place
more restrictions on Some owners
of undeveloped land and greatly
increase the value of property

owned by others, said council
member Michael Gailey, adding
that the city was prompled 10
consider enacting zoning laws be-
cause “we're growing up.”

Gaily said the city now is di-
vided into districts and what goes
on in those districts is up to the
planning commuission.

Five zones have been proposed
including a commercial zone; a

{residential/suburban zone for the

development of single-family
dwellings; & single-family residen-
tial dwelling zone that will allow
homes 10 be built on @ minimum
of 10,000 square feet of property;

a single-family residential zone
for development on no less than
8,000 square feet; and 2 zone that
would allow apartments, condo-
minivms and other mulufamily
dwellings.

Military people

John D. Bryant arrived for du-
ty in West Germany. The privaie
is a tank system mechanic with
the Army’s 66th Armored Battal-
ion. The 1989 Boaneville High
School graduate is the son of
William H. and Barbara A. Bry-
ant of Ogden.

Capt. Ronald E. Opp Il re-
ceived the Air Force Commenda-
uon Medal at Holloman Air

Force Base, N.M. He is a2 com-
puter systems engineer with the
6585th Test Group. The son of
Roneald E. and Lora 8. Opp of
Sunset, he i1s a 1972 graduate of
Clearfield High School and a
1984 graduate of Brigham Young
University.

Brandon L. Payne, son of
Kenneth R. and Donne L. Payne
of Syracuse, arrived for duty in

West Germany. The Army pri-
vate first class is a bridge crew-
member with the 10th Engineer
Battalion. He 1s a 1989 graduate
of Clearfield High School.

Tearl S. Stice of Clearfield en-
listed in the Air Force. He 15 &
1989 graduate of Croughton High
School in England. He will repont
for duty in April

City

From 1B

fect on the statistical measure.
Suicides, for example, happen
pretty evenly around the county,
“but, once again, we have a high
rate downtown because of that
low population.”

On injuries leading to death, he
said, downtown Ogden is triple
the countywide rate, with a rate
of 15.9 per 10,000 population
compared 1o the county rate of
5.2 per 10,000.

For non-death injuries, the rate
is 1,348 per 10,000 in downtown
Ogden compared to 851 per
10,000 in the county, he said.

The nawure of the downtown
population might also account
for the 35 percent increase in the
number of non-fatal falls and 133
percent increase in the number of
people being hurt by objects that
occurred between 1983 and 1988

Thompson said the population
in that area is mostly low-
er-income people. Old people are

GIGCT

maore susceptible to falling down,
he said. Lower-income areas tend
10 expenience more violence, he
said, and some injuries are sim-
ply because the infrastructure in
the area — buildings and other
objects — is getting older.

Central Ogden isn't highest in
all arcas of injury and death, he
said. His study notes that “the
highest injury rates in this study
are in the rural upper Ogden Val-
ley. The high rates in this area
can also oe linked 1o specific
types of injuries including aulo-
mobile and motorcycle crashes
along U.S. 39 through Ogden
Canyon, drownings at Pineview
Reservoir and suicides in camp-
grounds and other deserted ar-
cas.”

Analysis of those injuries, he
said, also shows that only 15 per-
cent of the people involved were
Ogden Valley residents, with 34
percent being residents of Ogden
City.

By comparison, he said, 54 per-
cent of the people injured in the
central Ogden area were resi-
dents

Injury death in Weber County'

Kanesville revives planning group

By AMY BRYSON
olanGaa-Examaru
Concerns about community
["Irni'ul'uin!l Nave prompic d
vival of the Kanesville P

ne re
Idnning

commitiee, & seéven-member
group that ccased functioning a
W Years ago.

Ron Schultz, acting chairmar

said the commitice was disband-

€C 1ive Or Six years ago because
of lack of community interest
It just went dormant. There

we'd like 10 have a hiutle better
control over,” he said

He said the re-establishment of
the committee 15 designed 1o help
monuor growth in the rural com-
munity of approximately 1,500
residents 1n western Weber
County. Because Kanesville 15
not an incorporated city, the We-
ber County Commission has au-
thority over the area. The
planning committee will make
recommendations (0 the commus-
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Those sclected include Virginia
Briscoe, Willard Pingree and
Richard Saunders

He said an additional member
will be selected at the commit-
lee’s next meeting, which begins
at 5 p.m. Tucsday at the Kanes-
ville Elementary School, 3112 8§
3500 West. Schultz said the com-
mutiee will also voie on & perma-

Sponlaneous combustion ignit-
ed a fire in & pile of paint rags sit-

ting in Pacific Chromalox, 2150

N. Rulon White Blvd., Sunday
morning. Weber Fire District offi-
cials said

Battalion Chief Ted Mayo said
the 10 a.m. fire spread from the
dirty. oily rags (o paint containers

and North View firefighters
doused the blaze in less than 30
minutes, he sad.

A dollar estumate of the losses
is pending, Mayo said

Assault reported
in club bathroom

the 26-year-old woman crlu'gd 4
restroom in the club abowt | a.m
and was cut four times by
woman wielding & pocket knife
T'ne woman said she was also
pushed to the floor and kicked
After the assault, the woman
said, she noticed her wallet con
taining $140 and credit cards was

[~
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